2l6    COMING   AY:7'YMM/  CASTS  ITS  SHADOW

to Manchester, but the public celebration of the event
was put off. In Huskisson England lost one who
might almost be called a great statesman. The
stranger who visits Liverpool to-day will find Hus-
kisson's name maintained in streets and squares, and
clocks and public institutions.

We have said that this particular time was a season
of alarm once again. There was great distress and,
of course, consequent 'discontent throughout many
parts of the country. The fierce passion for destruc-
tion which had formerly broken out in and around
the towns, and had led to the breaking of machinery,
now showed itself in the country places, and in the
destruction of corn-ricks and farmhouses. One of
the favourite arguments of Tories and Reactionaries
when the Revolution of 1830 broke out in France
was founded on the actions of some of the agricul-
tural populations of that country. A sudden mania
had set in there for the destruction of farmhouses
and stores of corn. " What could you do with such a
people," it was indignantly asked, ubut to keep them
down by force, to shoot them down, to crush them
by any and every means ? What was the wrong-
doing of Charles X. but that he had been too slow to
use the weapons in his possession for the wholesale
putting down of such acts of crime?" And now,
behold, the very same phenomenon was visible in
man}- parts of England. The passion spread from
county to county. The cant name of " Swing " was
used as typical of the rick-burning outlaw; and
swing indeed a great many men did for their share
or their supposed share in -the business. At that